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LIQUOR CONTROL ACT — TJUNTJUNTJARA COMMUNITY 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [12.11 pm]: In March 2013 the 
Paupiyala Tjarutja Aboriginal Corporation, which represents the Tjuntjuntjara community, wrote to me seeking 
assistance to implement an alcohol ban in the community. The Tjuntjuntjara community was incorporated in 
1988, and is a community of around 200 people located approximately 700 kilometres north east of Kalgoorlie. 
The Tjuntjuntjara community members are part of a larger group known as the Spinifex people. 

The request relates to section 175 of the Liquor Control Act, which provides for a regulation to be made 
declaring an area to be a restricted area and prohibiting the possession and consumption of alcohol in the 
restricted area. After the necessary consultation with the police, the Menzies Shire and a number of other 
relevant government agencies, I travelled to the Tjuntjuntjara community on 29 April to talk to the community 
about the nature of the alcohol ban they were seeking to ensure that there were aware of all the circumstances. I 
was accompanied on the visit by Mr Barry Sargeant, director general of the Department of Racing, Gaming and 
Liquor; Inspector Nicole Hill from the Kalgoorlie Police; and Mr Grant Akesson from the Drug and Alcohol 
Office. 

An important aspect of any decision to implement these types of alcohol bans is the strength and resolve of the 
community to support them. In this respect I was extremely heartened at the determination shown by community 
leaders and elders to deal with the impact of alcohol abuse in their community. In particular, Josie McArthur, 
Tjuntjuntjara community chairperson; Bruce Hogan, chair of the Pila Nguru Aboriginal Corporation, which 
controls the broader Spinifex lands; and Fiona Pemberton, the community general manager, spoke very strongly 
about the benefits the community would see from an alcohol ban. My group was warmly received and I pass on 
my sincere thanks to Josie and Bruce and all the other elders and community members that I met and spoke to on 
the day. I was particularly impressed by the school and the very active arts program in the community and we 
very much enjoyed viewing the fantastic work produced by Tjuntjuntjara community artists. 

I am now in the process of progressing the necessary regulation to implement the alcohol ban and this should be 
in place within a month or two. This action brings the number of section 175 alcohol bans implemented in 
remote communities to 18. These alcohol bans, which are primarily voluntary in nature, are certainly leading to 
stronger, healthier and safer environments for people to live in and for children to grow up in. 
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